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OF THE 


Chur ch of Englands [ 09a / 'y. h | 


N all the unhappy .Contentions among parties and Facti- 


Church of Eug land, as they mou d have themſelves call'd, have 


laid it down as the diſtinguiſhing Mark of their Hierarchy, 


that it is her practice, and has been deriv'd from her very Con- 
ſtitution, as well as Doctrine, to fix in all her Members, Prin- 
ciples of unſhaken Loyalty to her Prince, entire and undiſpu- 


ted Obedience to all her Commands, and an Abhorrence of. 
the very Thoughts of thoſe Helliſh Principles, That it can be 


lawful on any Account whatſomever to reſiſt the Eſtabliſh'd Power of 
their Kings. „ ny 1 Ie 1 


T wou'd be endleſs to quote the Reverend Dr. B-----ge, who 


from the Text in the 13th of Romans, v. 1. 2. Reſiſt not the 


Powers, &c. for mhatſoever Powers are, be ordained of God; who- 


ſoever therefore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God ; 


tells us, That if the King ſhowd by his Royal Comman 


execute the greatelt Violence upon either our perſon or Eſtate, | 


our Duty was to ſubmit by Prayers and Tears firſt to God 
* Almighty, to turn the wrath of his Vicegerent from his Ser- 
*vant, and by humble Entreaty to beg his Majeſties Grace and 


Pardon; but to Lift up the Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed, or, 


* reſiſt the Evil of Puniſhment he thought fit to inflict, this were a 


ons in this brangling Nation, the Champions of the 
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(ſays the Reverend Dr.) which we bleſs God the very Princi. 
© ples of our Ever Loyal Mother, the Church of England, abhorrs 
* and deteſts. PF ods ( 
Let Incendiaries, Phanaticks, and Bloody Peace- breaking 


Whigs (ſays another Learned Divine) nouriſh the Vip'rous 
Principles of Treaſon and Rebellion, and let them meet the due 
Reward of their Factious Doings in the Reſentments of a Righte. 
- © 6us, but Provock'd Nation: But God be praiſed, our Mother, 
the Church of Eug land, has always brought up her Sons in an 


unſpotted Loyalty and Obedience; none have been found lifting 


- © vptheir Hands againſt their Soveraign, or poſſeſſing the Rights | 


of the Anointed of God, &. 


The very Being and Life, the Original and Principles of the | 


Church of England. (ſays another 3oth of January Sermon) is 
Loyalty and Fidelity to God as the Immediate Supream, and to 


the King as the livelv Image of Divine Authority, whole Power | 
is immediatly deriv'd from, holds of, and is accountable to none 


but to God Himſelf. 


Io avoid prolixity of Quotation, the Reader is deſired to accept 
of theſe as ſufficient Proofs of what I lay down «pox this Condi. 


tion; nevertheleſs, that beſides the general Appeal which I might 


make to the Memory of moſt Men, I oblige my telt upon De- 
mand to produce Ten Thouſand fair Quotations out of the Writ- | 


ings of our late Modern Authors ſince the Reſtauration, wherein 
the Doctrines of Non-refiſtance of Princes, Paſſive Obedience, 
and the Divine Authority of the Kingly Power is own'd and de- 
clar'd to be an Eſſential Part of the Profeſſion and practice of the 
Church of England; and upon this Foot, which I hold to be ſuffi- 
cient, I think I cannot be cenſured if I rake it for granted. 
Now as this too much divided Nation has always been com- 
posꝰ'd of two contending parties, thoſe parties have been diſtin- 
ouiſh'd, as in the like Caſes, by Names of Contempt; and tho' they 
have often chang?d them on either ſide, as Cavalier and Round- 
head, Royaliſts and Rebels, Malignants and Phanaticks, T ories 
and Whigs, yet the Diviſion has alwayes been barely the Church 
and the Diſſenter, and there it continues to this Day. _ 


alry, ! 
ation, 
have l: 
of thei 
Diſſen. 
and Re 
may be 
on all 
woven 
of a D 
Laws. 


1 


Learn 


(Subſt; 
[troy ; 


(they 1 


Het 
dir Rog 
much e 
Subver 
for the 
ſtructiv 


This 


themſe 


[ ſhou? 
ſtill too 
. 
ing or k 
make it 
Diviſio! 
ſelves, 


of Loya 


For tha 
There i: 
P0 as fa 


be no be 


nci- Þ alty, fo they have branded the Diſſenter with Rebellion and Fa- 
orrs Ktion, not only in their Nature, but in their very Principles; they 
have laid it down in their Writings and Sermons, and Multitudes 
ing of their Ignorant Hearers beleieve it, that the very Doctrine of the 
ous I Driſſenter is made.up of Principles in their ownNatare tending toConfuſion 
due and Rebellion; they wo'n't be content that we ſhowd own there 
hte- W may be Men ameng all parties of bad Deſigns, and who wou'd 


her, on all Occaſions embroil their Native Country; but it muſt be 
an woven with the very Articles of Faith; and that 'tis the Religion 
ing of a Diſſenter to diſturb Government, kill Kings, and oppoſe 


LAS. . | Vn) 
The Phanarical Enemies of our King and Church (ſays the 
Learned Dr. P.) drinkin Rebellion as Water; ?tis the very 
(Subſtance of their Schiſmatical Doctrine to overwhelm and de- 
ſtroy; and Commonwealths and Confuſions are the DoQrines 


LY 


„ EE -: eg 

He that lays out one Groat with a Diſſenter (ſays the worthy 
dir Roger in one of his Famous O#ſervators) contributes juſt ſo 
much asthe Profits of that Groat amounts to in Trade towards the 


cept | | 

adi. Subverſion of the Monarchy, and erecting a Commonwealth; 
ght bor the very Nature and Tendency of their Profeſſion is deſtru- 
De- frucrive of Kingly Power, and the Government of the Nation. 8 


This has been the Opinion of the Church of Eg land, both of : 
themſelves on one Hand, and of the Diſſenters on the other Hand. 


ein 
ice, Iſhou'd be glad if I could only fay, It has been, for we find 'tis 
de- till too much their Opinion 1 E yo 
the W Let no Man ſay that the Author of theſe Sheets is either widen= | 
ff. ing or keeping unheal'd the Breaches of this Nation; for if I can 


make it appear that there is really no Occaſion of ſuch unnatural 


Diviſions; and that neither the extraordinary Opinion of them- 
tin-ſelves, nor the Contempt of their Neighbours, as to the Matter 
ney of Loyalty, is a becoming Principle: no, nor a rational one neither: 


For that as to Loyalty, Paſſive Obedience, Non-reſiſtance, G. 
There is really no great Difference bet u een one fide or other; 1 
©0 as far towards healing the Breach as any Man; for there can 

be no better way to end the Strife on both ſides, than to prove 


— rene 


5 (6) 
To examine the Matter on both Sides ſeems very uſeful at this 
time, in order to reconcile Parties, and to ſettle the Univerſal 

Character of the Nation. „„ ri op 7 
The Government of Exglandis a limited Monarchy, compoſed 
of King, Lords and Commons; each have their ſeveral, their ſe. 
parat, and their conjunctive Powers; which acting in Concert, 
make the Harmony of the Conſtitution. I ſhall not invade the 
Province of thoſe learned Gentlemen who have undertaken to ſet | 
forth the Branches of the Conſtitution in all their Powers, Limita. 
tions and Prerogartives: ?Tis enough to ſay the Conſtitution is 
known, the Government is confin'd by Laws, the Crown limited 
by Statutes, and the Peoples Right confirm'd by the Conceſſion | 

V . 
5 To this Government, all Diſtinction of Names ſet apart, I am 

of the Opinion all Parties have in their Turns been equally Loyal; 

I wasgoing to ſay equally Diſloyal: And it I were to uſe the 
Language of late Times, it wou'd be a very proper way of 
ſpeaking. 4 e VVV 1 

Affirming without demonſtrating is an abſurd way of Arguing, 
and therefore it will be needful to come to particulars, and to 
examine the ſeveral Acts and Deeds of both parties when the 
| + Kingly prerogative has ſhock'd or claſh'd with the People. 

In order to this *tis needful to examine the Date of the Diffe. 
rence, and ſo to enter a little into Hiſtory, — | 

O.ur firſt Reformation from Popery was in the Dayes of 

King Edward the VI. I call it the firſt, becauſe *rwas under him | 

that the whole Nation and the Government embrac'd the Prote- | 

ſtant Reſorm'd Religion; this Proteſtant Religion was eltabli{h'd I 

by that Z;alous Ning, and by his Parliament, back'd with the 
Fol ce of Laws, and confirm'd by all the Sanction of Authority | 
it was capable of, and here it began to be call'd the Church of | 

England. J) EO rngemntTcaoer tas 
Some enquiring Chriſtians were for making farther Steps, and 

carrying on the Reformation to a higher Degree; and if that 
good retorming King had liv'd his Zeal and Integrity was ſuch, 

that there was no doubt he wou'd have gone on to perfect every M 
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creaſed; but the Return of Popery under Queen Mary put a Stop 


to the Work in general, and went very far towards overturning 


the whole Structure of the Reformation. 


Queen Elizabeth reſtor'd it again; but as ſhe was a Zealous 
Proteſtant Queen, yet ſhe was not for ſubſed ing the Reforma- 
tion to any Amendment. Not that ſhe believ'd it perfect; but ſhe 
was à Politick Princeſs, ſurrounded with Enemies that were not 


to be dally'd with; and ſhe was loth to ſuppoſe ſuch Defects in 


the Reformation as were alledg'd, becauſe *twas to leſſen the Re- 
| putation of it, and conſequently her Intereſt in the World. 

Thoſe who inſiſted upon the further Reformation were then 
calbd Puritans, becauſe they ſet up for a greater Purity of Wor- 
ſhip ; and they ſeparated themſelves from the eſtabliſhed Church, 
becauſe, as they ſaid, their Conſciences inform'd them they cou'd # 


ſerve God more agreeable to his Will. 


I ſhall not meddle with the Arguments made uſe of on both 


Sides, either to defend or expoſe this Principle; *tis ſufficient to 
acquaint my Reader that this is the true Original of the Diſſen- 
ters: Weare now to examine a little further back. Before this 


Reformation there was no ſuch thing as Church of Ezeland; - 


it was then the Church of Rome that was the eſtabliſ'd National 
Church. bo 5 e 5 

The Proteſtants under the Titles of Lo/lards, Mickliffians, Huſ- 
ſites, &c. What did they do? Did they, as our Modern People ſay 


every Body ſhou'd, conform to what the Government commanded ? 
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No, the preſent Church of England Party were the Diſſenters, | 


the Schiſmaticks and Phanaricks, in the Days of King Henry VIII. 
were perſecuted for not coming to Church, many of them pur to 
Death, and always treated with Scorn and Contempt, as Ene- 
mies to the Government, Broachers of new Opinions, and Con- 
temners of Authority, as in the Caſe of that Famous Proto-Mar- 
tyr of Chriſt's Church, John Lambert, and others 

In the next Ages theſe come to have the Power in their Hands, 


and forgetting that they had found it Righteous in the Sight of Go 0 
to obey Cod rather than Man, they treat thoſe whole Conſciences 
aoblige them to diſſent from them with the ſame Contempt, which 


 Paritans, but true Church Proteſtants, and Eugliſb N 
ſtood upon the Rights of the People, as Engliſh Men; and none 
were more Zealovs in the firſt Diſputs than the Lord Digby, Sir 
Thomas Wentworth, and ſuch as were afterwards deep Sufferers 


Thus far they are upon even Terms, as to Obedience to their 
Superiors. „ 5 b 5 


T he Diſſenters have the firſt Occaſion after this, to ſhow their 
Submiſſion under extraordinary Preſſures. Queen Elizabeth dif- 
countenanc'd them continually, and as good a Queen as ſhe was, 


put ſome of them to Death. King James I. hunted them quite 


out of the Kingdom, made Thouſands of them fly into Holland 
and Germazy, and at laſt to New-Exgland, = 


During the long Reign cf theſe Two Princes we find no 
Charge of Treaſon or Rebellion upon them; they bore the Dif. | 


pleaſure of their Princes with patience and Paſſive Obedience, If 


T may be allowd that Ridicalous Phraſe; being perſecuted in one | 
City, they fled to another; they bore illegal proſecutions, and | 
Things contrary to their Right, as Eugliſb Men, but never took | 
«up Arms 2gaiott VVV... ĩͤ in wn 
Uuder the Reign of King Charles I. the Caſe alter'd, the 


King and Parliament fell out about Matters of Civil Right, and 


Invaſion of the Liberty and Properties of the People, the Puritans 
or Diſſenters, call them what we pleaſe, fell in unanimouſly with | 
the Parliament. 5 ET 


And here *tis worthy Remark, that the firſt Difference be- 
tween the King and the Emeliſh Parliament did not reſpect Re- 
ligion, but Civil Property; nor were the Majority of the Houſe 
Men, who 


for the King. 3) „ 
But the Parliament finding the Puritan party ſtuck cloſe to 
their Cauſe, they alſo came over to them when Things came to a 
Rupture, and ſo the War began on the Score of Right, Invaſion | 
of Liberty, Breach of the Laws, private Leagues, and Mile Ad-. 


miniſtration, a Game we have ſeen play'd over again by the very 
ſame Church of Eng land that have exclaim'd ſo much againſt it, 
ſo damn'd ir, and ſo damn'd themſelves, by Oaths, Declarations, 
Teſts, and God knows what, againſt ir. 
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their Right and Property; and alas! Their Loyalty, what became 
of it ? Truly the Faithful, Paſſively Obedient, Unſhakenly Loyal, 
Church, return'd to the Original Nature of their Neighbours, and 
did the ſame thing exactly 


"s Whigs, had done before. 


No, that's falſe, {ſays a Diſciple of Dr. Sherloct*s) we did 
not kill our King, we did not dip our Hands in Royal Blood, 
nor hurt the Lord's Anointed. IT 9 
No, that's true, but the Lord's Anointed may thank himſelf 
bor that for my part I think the Difference only lyes here: the 
Whigs in 41, to 48, took up Arms againſt their King, and having 


hich the Whigs, che Factions Rebelli. ; 
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tßbey had him: The Church of England took Arms againſt their I legiat 
King in 88, and did not cut off his Head, becauſe they had him not. 70 the 
| King Charles loſt his Life, becauſe he did not run awuy; and his Son, verar 
| King James, ſav'd his Life, becauſe be did run away. PROT! Ev 
 ?Tis ſucha Jeſt, ſuch a Banter, to ſay, We did take up Arms, Bu 
but we did aot kill him: Bleſs as, kill our King, we wou'd not have their 
hurt a Hair of his Head! Why, every Bullet ſhot at the Battle of Auth 
the Boyn- was a Killing the King; for if you did not, t was becauſe MY The 
J 8 
If a Highwayman fires at you upon the Road, when he is Te A 
taken, and brought upon his Trial, our learned Recorder, be- 4 L 
fore he pronounces Sentence of Death, harangues him in this man- Are 
er: And beſides all this, Sir, you are plainly guilty of Murther; for 1 1:1 L 
Jou not only aſſaulted this hone#t Man in order to take away his Money, A Ch 
but you endeavour'd to Murther him; for you ſhot at him in order to What 
kill him; and the Intention of Murther is equally Criminal in the Fo 
Eyes of God with the Act it ſelf. VVV 
No who did ue ſhoot at at the Boyne ? ?Tis true, King James Bat #4 
generally ſtood out of the way; but who did we ſhoor at? What! J Pe 
Was our Orders to fight againſt both ſmall and great, and not againit WW Which 
' the King of Iſrael? Had your Bullots Commiſſion to ſhew their MW 44 
= TLoyalty,and not to touch the Lord's Anointed ? If he had charg'd Ml = 
in the firſt Squadrons of his Horſe had you not kilPd him if you} 
cou'd ? I think this needs no further Prof. | 
Nay if Arguments may be allow'd to have equal Weight on 
both Sides, the Whigs have been the honeſter of the to, ſor 
they never profeſt any ſuch blind, abſolute and undiſputed , Obe- 


dience to Princes, as the others have done, | 
It has alwayes been their Opinion, That Government was or Lil Ri 
ginally contrived by the Conſent, and for the mutual Benefte, ſworn 
of the Parties Govern'd ; that the People have an Original NJ the Sai 
tive Right to their Property, the Liberty of their Perſons and Poly ind E; 
ſeſſions, anleſs forefaulted to the Laus; that they cannot be divelt WM + No 
ed of this Right but by their own Conſent; and that all Invaliog vithſt 
of this Right is deitruQtive of the Conſtitution, and diſſolves we lore pl 
Compact of Government and Obedience. Sg 


legiance to their Governors to be, ſuppoſing t hey govern them according 
to the Laws of the Land; and that if Princes break this Bond of Go. 
on, verament, the Nature of it is inverted, and the Conſtitution ceaſes 
7 ,d ͤĩͤ ß ͤ ͤ ͤ IN Re — i 
ms, | Buchanan in Scotland, Agernoon Siduey in England, have ſet 
ave their Names, and the laster his Blood, to this Doctrine; and the 
of Author of the Trae- born Engliſh-man is worth quoting in the Caſe. 
uſe The Government's ung irt when Juſtite die. 
; And Conſtitutions are Non-Entities: » 
e is % Nation's all a Mob, there's no ſuch thing 
be- 4s Lords or Commons, Parliament or K jno 
Nans- | A great promiſcuous Crond the Hydra Ms, NT . ü 

= 1:1 Laws revive, and mutual Contract ties: 


one), A Chaos free te chaſe for their own Share, 

ler to WM hat Caſe of Government they pleaſe to mar. 

he Ft Ning they do the Reins commit, _ 

- All Men are bound in Conſcience to ſubmit ; 

ames MW But then thas King muit by his Oath afſe 2 

hat!! To Poſtulata's of the Government ih „ Fe 

gainſt Which if he breaks, he cuts off the Entail, 

their Ml And Power retreats to its Original, 1 
ag — PTrue- born Engliſhman; P. 74 


| This has been theavow'd Poltrine of the Diſſemers, and is in- 
ht on deed che true Sence of the Conſtitution it ſelf; purſuant to this 
o, for i Doctrine they thought they had a Right to oppoſe Violence witngn 
„Obe⸗ Force; believing that when Kings break Coronation Oaths, the 

. Solemn Compact with their People, and encroach upon their Ci- 
vas ori- vil Rights, contrary to the Laws of the Land, by which they are 


enefite Ml worn to Rule, they ceaſe to be the Lord's Anointed any longer, 
11 Na le Sanction of their Office is vaniſh'd, and they become Tyrants 
1d Pol ind Enemies of Mankind, and may be treated accordi ly. 
diveſt: Now. 'ris no wonder to find People of theſe Principles vigorouſly 
nvaſoul withſtanding their Governors when they tread upon the tender 
tves ha fore places of the Conſtitution; tis nothing but what they all 


Along pretended to, and dechlar'dto be thei Qnigiar 


Ig | EY 12 58 5 

been the Subject of a Thouſand Learned Authors, ànd number- 
leſs Sermons, whoſe Character and Mark of Piſtinct ion has been 
cChoſen more for her ſtedy Adherence and Fidelity to her Prince 
than to God Almighty, whole Obedience to her Monarch has 
been declar'd to be Inviolate and Immoveable, and who pre- 
tends to be Famous through the whole World for her Faithtul. 
neſs to Kings, for her, as ſoon as ever the King did but, as it were, 


ſeem to aim at cruſhing her Authority, as ſoon as he did but be. / 
gin to call her Clefgy to an Account, and clap up her Gllen 


_ Canaleiticks tor Diſabedience, for ber to winch and kick, fly to 
| forreign Princes for Protection, and riſe in Arms againſt her 
Prince, O Pein! O Brady ! O Sherlock O Hominem ! O Mores! 


Where's the worthy Dr. B.- -ge's Loyalty now, his Immov. 
able Loyalty? That after all his Abſolute Submiſſion, is ſo far | 
from being a Martyr to his own Doctrine, that he could not loſe | 


a {mall Benefice for ite? 


Where 15 the Famous Dr; S. --k? Who having ſtood out 
long in his old antiquated Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, and 
confirm'd the Faith of his Suff *ring Brethren, by ſtrong and 
Wonder full Arguments, at laſt, at the powerful Inſtigation of a | 


Wife, and a good Salary, has Sold all his Loyalty for a Meſs of 
.Potrage, ſalv ing his Honèſty with the wretched Diſtinction of a 


Power De Falto, and a Power De Fure; as if the Church of 


England's Credit cou'd befſav'd by ſuch an impotent Shift, or as if 


he cou'd make Amends to the Prebendary for his helping him to 


Sacrifice his Brethren, to Father his Converſion on read- 


ing honeſt Dr, Overall, whoſe Doctrine, *tis well known, the 
Doctor knew before; but that he was loth Dr. South ſhou'd have | 
the Honour of bringing him over to ſuch Old Phanatick Prin- 


eiples 


Behold the Loyalty of the Church of England; now let's exa- 
mine their Conſcience, as to taking Oaths; and if I do not bring 
them to be all Whigs, and Fort). One. Men, or elſe prove them al 


Perjur'd, then I do nothing. 


ivil or Military Government, were Members ot the Church 


; King 


Ihe Clergy, all the Magiſtrates and Officers of theHouſhold,of 
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ing material to our Purpoſe, are as follows: 


C17) 


mental Teſt has done the, Diſſenters this Kindneſs, that 'tis plain 
all the Managing Hands in the Kingdom were Diſciples of the 
Church; and as an additional Circumſtance, the Oath of Allegi- - ' 
ance which they rook, and which was (God be praiſed) of their 


own making, bound them to that ſame Abſolute Blind Obedience 


gucceſſors. 


Ik rhis Oath be conſider'd Literally, I am content to be Glenc'd 
when one fair Argument can be brought to evade it; the Decla- 
ration follow'd it, wherein they deteſt and abhor that deviliſh 


Doctrine, that 'tis lawful o any Pretence whaſomever, (Mark the 
Emphaſis) to take up Arms againit the King; this (equal to an 


Oath) is declar'd in the Preſence of God; and the Particulars be- 


4 


1 . B. Do Declare and Believe that it is not Lamful upon any Pre- 


1 rence whatſoever to take up Arms againſt the Ring; and that I do 
ah hor that Traiterous Poſition of taking Arms by hi, Authority againſt 
thoſe that are commiſſioned by him. 1 8 N f 
er So help me God. 


Notwithſtanding this, you have taken up Arms againſt; De- 
poſed, and as far as you were able, put to Death your lawful 
Kiog, 15 b 


. King you ſwore Allegiance to. 


- 3 


Now pray 

Jour Church's Loyalty to bring you fairly off of your Oath and Declaras 

tion if you can; and till you do, be not angry with us for making 

one of theſe Concluſions from the Premiſſes, and you ſhall chuſe 

% . Eb LY 12 
Firſt, That this Doctrine of Abſolute, Paſſive and Non-refi- 

ſtant Obedience; is an Abſurdity in it ſelf, contradictory to the 


Nature of Government and Allegiance, and politically introduc'd 
by State Engines into the Church of Eng land, to abuſe her, and 


betray her Members into unforeſcen Miſcheiefs and Inconveni- 


ences. )! 3 oO 09 NE oo | 
Or, Secondly, 


proteſt, and confin'd it to the King, his Heirs and 


entlemen 5 ie! Commiſſion to ſome worthy Champion of 


That the Members of the Church of Exgland are 
Delia TEL 


11 { 9 


Perſur'd in the Sight of God and Man, Notorious Hypocrites, 
and Deceivers, who having {worn Obedience without Reſerve 


to their Prince, are become Traitors, Rebels, and Murtherers of 


the Lord's Anointed, and their Lawful Soveraign; and not hay- 
ing the Fear of God before their Eyes, have depos'd and traiter- 
| ouſly dethron'd their Rightful King, God Almighty's Vicegerent, 
| accountable to no Earthly Power, Supream under God, Abſolute, 
and, from Divine Inſtitution, Undoubted Sole Lord of them and 
. 7 AE 8 
Or, La#ty, That they only are the true Church of Eng land, 
who according to their avow'd Profeſſion, have firmly adher'd 
to their King in all his Sufferings and Solitudes, have never black. 
en'd their Conſciences, nor gone back from their Obedien 


forgotten their Oaths, nor ſullied their Reputation with the horrid | 


Crimes of Treaſon and Rebellion, as they think it to be. 

Nou, as a fair Diſputant, I am willing the Reſpondent ſhall 
| chuſe which of theſe three Conſequences he will ſtand by in Be- 
half of the Church of Exg/and*s Loyalty; but if they wou'd take 


the Advice of « Friend to the Honeſt Part of them, I wou'd recom | 


mend the firſt Concluſion to be fitteſt for them for the following 
Reaſon. ß ns on a eEa 

1. Becavſe ſince Humane Infallibility is (ors with good Reaſon) 
diſown'd by the Church of England, both for. her ſelf and every 
| Bodyelſe, it can be no Diminution to her Reputation, when ſhe 
| has found her ſelf miſtaken, and impos'd upon, to acknowledge 


her Error; 4 wiſe Man will always own, rather than defend, « 


Miſtake. 


2. Becavſe tis my Opinion that their Way is hedg'd up agaiolt | 


any other Pretence, Evaſion, or Reſervation, and therefore tis 
with me the only thing that Charity can ſay for them, and mult 


remain fo, till I find ſomething elſe {aid that is more to the | 


purpoſe. _ 


But the Miſchief of all is, that if this be honeſtly acknowledg'd | 
(as is doubtleſs moſt true) that the Church of England was miſtaken, | 


and impos'd upon, to eſpouſe a Senſleſs Abſurd Principle, con- 
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trary to the Nature of Government and Allegiance, Cc. W/ 


An 


| (4 15 92 
es, That Government and N are both Conditional, and 
ve BE Oaths of Subjects are always to be conſider'd in a Conſtructive 
; of Seace, with Conditions of Protection, and the like; a thing 
av- EY which is without queſtion the real Meaning of all Oaths of Alle. | 
er- © giance; otherways SubjeAs may be put under an abſolute Neceſ. 
nt, firy of Perjury, or State Martyrdom, by often Tweuring" What 
ute, may be impoſſible for them to perform. 15 1 
and The Town of Auth in Flanders has b@n about Six Times, ant i 
he Townof Rhinebergh in Guelare about Twelve Times, Taken 
end, and Retaken; and as often as new Maſters had Poſſeſſion of the 
rd Place, ſo often the poor Tnhabirants have ſworn to their new 
ck. Lords: What can the Meaning of ſuch an Oath be. but that they 
| will be Faithful to them ſo long as they keep Poſſcfſion of the 
Place? ?Twou'd be ridiculous to imagine the Impoſers of the Oath 
requir?d any more. "0 
If our Zealous Churchmen worded an Oath contrary ro the 
very Nature of Swearing Allegiance, let them am wer for it who | 
firſt made it, then took it, then broke it: But the Nature of the 
may can leave Room tor no ore Suggeſtion that I know 
0 
Till then ſome further Ar gument is produc'd, it muſt reſt here, 
that the Church of England was Miltaken, Impoſed upon, Ge. 
That ſhe finds when the Laws are Brokea, the Right of the 
People Invaded, the Root of the Government Sreuck at, Church 
and State Undermin'd, and Deſpotick Tyranny at the Door, the 
Native Right of the People is 1perior, and they may allume a 
Power to Right themlelves.. 
Aud ſo we are brought back to N higgiſm aud 2 One; cla Gen- 
temen, there is no Remedy for it, help it if ye can. a 1 
| Where now is the Difference berween Church Loyalty, and = 
Whiggiſh Loyalty, Roundhead or Cavalier, Churchmen or 
Diſſencer, Whig or Tory? All are alike ; cheParepleas'd, when 
de'd legally Govern d; Quarrleſome and Unruly, if Oppreſt; and 
ken, I will Defend chemſelves, if Aſlaulted, though it be by their Kings, | 
con- or any Bod y eiſe. 
why ak then is 5 the Difference kept up * ? Merbinks they mich: 


Ly 
> 
* 


1 


upon the ſame Occ ſion; 
ſubmirted to the Government; Ay. an 
Perſecutions of their Supe 
the like Occaſions, they h 

ud; they have both of them, in their 


been in their times as Loyal. and the Church of England in their were o 
Ja; the Diſſenters have I rity, A 


time as Niſloyal, one as another. Vice verſa; 
s Loyal, as one another diſpute 


been as Diſloyal, and the Churchmen a 
they have been both Sufferers, and have I due to 


4 to the Oppreſſions and | And 
willing 
we car 
„ 


ciors and Soveraighs and again, upon 
ave both of them been Rebels, if their 


amn Language may ſo far A OE RD 
Turn, taken Arms againſt, and depos d their Rightful and Lav- WI Wh 
CWC ĩ¼ ESPE e e the Qu 
So that in my Opinion, with a Latitude to all that think other. of Engl 
| ways, to think as they pleaſe, the Church of Eng land, and their I fo, the 
Neighbours the Diſſenters, have nothing to quarrel with one On I 
another about; as to Loyalty; as to other Matters I have nothing W Faith 
to ſay to them, nor {hall not mingle it with this Diſcourſe. taken 
Nor do I think I am writing, 4 Satyr againſt the Church of ed, 7e/ 
. ſo; and to ſtop all Pre- Lawfu 


tences that way, I take the Freedom to ſay here has b 
Crime, the Church of England has been in the right of it; not MW Rounc 
in taking Arms, but the Error Was 


and pretending to A Blind A 


| e n gre: 
their Commands never ſo Abſolute, Tyrannical or Illegal; this 


not fin 
tradic 


neither the Doctrine nor practice. of the Church of England, nor 
of any Church or People in the Chriſtian World, ever pretended The 
| to; and therefore the Fault lay in thoſe People, who being them cumſte 
ſelves Members of t e Church of England, ſuffer'd themſelves to me 
be deluded by State Miniſters, to ſoſter a Tenent upon the Church Princi 
Which her Original Conſtitution never pretended to, and then Conſe: 
call ir the Doctrine ot the Church of Engl. laſtan 
I᷑ be firſt beginning of their pretended Doctrine Was found in Neven t 
| Manwaring's and Sibt horp's Libels, in the Days“ of King Charles I. ¶ red 
|. cajoling the King; and then to pleaſe him; endeavouring o fople 
vheedle the People into A Belief of the Divine Right of Kine!) Natio- 
Government; and affirming, that the King Was not oblig d by ces fol 
| the Laws in the Adminiſtration of the Government. on peer 
on, | 


this prepo 


terous Foundation they built the 


Upon 
[ 2 


heir were once prov'd to be immediatly deriv'd from Divine Autho- 
ave £ rity, Abſolute Obedience wou'd be a Conſequence no Body cowd 
ther EY diſpute, ſince the ſame Obedience without Reſerve wou'd be 


ave due to the Delegated power, as to the power Delegating. 


and Y And though this is a point eaſily enough confuted, yet being 


pon © willing to keep the preſent Diſpute within as ſmall a Compaſs as 


heir we can, I think our Argument has nothing at all to do with 


it. - 1 N „ 

avw- Whether Government be of Divine Original or not, ſeems not 
N the Queſtion here; for if it be not ſo, then, as before, the Church 
ther- of England have been Miſtaken, and Impoſed upon; and if it be 
their MW ſo, then the Church of England has trampled under Foot their 


hing W Faith they have profeſt, have Sacrilegiouſſy and Traiterouſly 
WW taken up Arms againſt their Prince, aſſaulted the Lord's Anoint- 
b of ed, reſiited the Powers, which are the Ordinance of God, depoſed their 
Pre- Lawful Soveraign, broken their Allegiance, and conſequently 
n no Wl «re Parcel of Perjur'd Rebels; every Jot as bad as the worſt 
not Roundhead Regicide, and Rebel of the Year Forty-One. _ 
3 up, WW What more or leſs can be ſaid I profeſs I know not, and am 
s, be in great ExpeCtation of ſomething new in the Matter; for I can- 
this not find in all the Writings I have met with any thing to con- 
+ A a, 1 „5 
aded WI The bringing Government and Obedience to the proper Cir- 
bem- Wl eumſtances of mutual Compact between King and People, ſeems 
Jes to WO me to be the only Method to unravel the Skein of entangl'd 
urch krinciples; the Nature of Government has made it the neceſſary 


E lattances in all the Nations in the World, that ſome time or other, 
nd in Wren the Right of Succeſſion to Government, which muit be as 
Jared as the Power, has been Interrupted and Limited by the 
ig to keople, in caſe of Tyranny and Illegal Governing; and every 


Pd by es for the preſervation of the State, when either Incapacity for 
overnment, Tyrannical Uſurpation, or other Male-Adminiſtra- 
uon, has been the Caſe. 


own Doctrine, turn'd Rebels to God, and Apoſtates from the 


Conſequence of all Argument relating to power; and I cou'd give 


ation, and this amongthe reſt, has oftentimes Depos'd their Prin- 


45. 


But this I think alſo needleſs here; every one that is vers'd in 


| Hiſtory can read the numerous Examples in the Roman, Grecian 
and Perſian Hiſtories, even Sacred Hiſtories, where Mings were more 


 particularilyof Divine Right than any where, are full of them; the 
Hiſtories of Spain, Portugal, France, Lombardy, the Empires of 
Germany and Muſcovey, even the Papal Chair, have ſuffer'd Con- 
vulſions and Revolutions, the Depoſing and Diſplacing their So. | 
veraigns, when the Peoples Good, which ts, and ever was, the Soul, 
the Center, the End, and the Cauſe of all Government, came to be 


in the Diſpute. _ 


But to return to the Principles of the Two Parties we are now 
diſcourſing of; the Whigs, as before, have always aſſerted this to 
be their Notion of Government and Governors; and the Chureh 
of England, however ſome among them have topt an empty Notion upon 's Una 


them, have all along, and u at lat once for al, own'd it by their 


practice, 
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'T. bat Kings when they deſcend to Tyranny, 
| Diſſolve the Bond, and leave the Subject free. : 5 | I 
. PE True born Eng. Man, P. 478 


The Act for the further Limitation of the Crown paſt in the 
laſt Parliament, and the Right of the people therein Declar'd and 
Recogniz'd, I wou'd ask my Opponent whoſe Act and Deed it was 

Will they fay it was a Whiggiſh Act, made by a Phanaticq; 
Houſe of Commons; I dare ſay there was not Ten Diſſentert in i 
Houſe; let them deſcend with us into particulars, let them draw 
out a Black Lift of Members, who in that Loyal Honeſt Englul 
Parliament gave their Hands to the laſt Settlement and Declaraty 
on of Right, and let us ell Noſes, and put a Brand upon the 4 

paticks among them. 3 % = v 

Will they tell us it was a Phanatical Parliament that ſet ti cou - 
Crown upon the Queen's Head ? I hope they will own Her My Ppiſh 

| kſty, and their Lordſhips the Biſhops, are part of the Church |: P 


1 
England; for il the Head and the principal Members are not, ſt ud 2 


2. 
Aire IIA 


5 „„ 
Will they tell us that Sir E. S. Sir B. S. Sir J. B. Mr. H. 5, 


| in Sir C = M. ve, and a Hundred more of that Side, were 
dan Whigs and Commonwealth-men? SY Oh 
"OY How comes it to paſs in Exgland that no Papiſt can inherit? 
che D/ vine Right ought to ſupercede all Precautions ; and the go 
S of Prince of Savoy, not the Houſe of Hannover, ought to Reign with 
= J 2: Non Ob ſtante to all Humane Limitation, if all was from Heaven: 


5 1 Where are our Right Line-Men now! Why, truly the Reaſon is 
Soul, plain, the Church of England, People of England, a Church of England, 
Parliament of England, have thought fit to declare, that for theGood 
of the people, to which all Right Succeſſion to Power mut give way, 
becauſe from them all Power it ſelf does derive, and by the Voice of 


his 10 that People(in which Authority ſufficient is Legally Grounded) it 
1 Unanimouſly agreed, that we will not hade a Papiſt to Reign over us. 
.. All this is too plain to admit of a Diſpute; and now to me it 


ſeems prepoſterous why any Man ſhou'd keep up theDiſtinction 
between Parties as to Loyalty, when indeed there is no manner 
of Difference in rhe Caſe. FT e l 
Y Thavetalk'd ſeveral times of Bearing, Suffering, being Perſe. 
MY cuted and Oppreſſed, as the Diſſenters in their time have been 


* more than enough, and again in their Turn the Churchoſ England. 
gh * have been Perſccuted too; for as I noted before, they were once 
res Wl the Schiſmaticts, the Whigs, and the Diſſenters. Now Ithink tis 
d al not very foreign to my Argument to examine whether of the Two 


behav'd themſelves under their Sufferings with greateſt Submiſ- 
bon, who ſhow'd moſt Abſolute Obedience to their Superiors, 
ind who fir it, or ofteneſt, rebell d againſt their Lawtul Sovereign. 
The Proteſtants under Henry VIII. were the firſt Diſſenters; 


ind Schiſmaticks. Now upon due Search it will be found, that 
inder the protection of Two proteſtant Queens, Wives of King 
H VIII. they had more than once form'd ſuch Intereſt at 
Mi Court, and in the Kingdom, as to begin to be formidable to the 
* popiſh powers then reigning; and the Fall of the Lord Cromwell 
vas thought a neceſſary policy in King Heng, to prevent the 

lots of the Phaual ical Church of England Heret icts ; a long Ac- 


>" they were kept Under, perſecuted, and put to Death as Rebels | 


„ „ 
EKEing Edward the VI. a Zealous and pions Prince, made no Scru- 
ple for the propagation of the proteſtant Church of Exgland, of 
Which he was the Glorious Founder, to ſet Aſide the Law ful and 
VUndiſputed Succeſſion of his own Siſters, to Eſtabliſh the Croun 
in the Lady Jane Gray, who he knew wou'd carry on the Work 
| of Reformation. ks Td i TC 
I There's an Inſtance of the Teal for Succeſſion in the Right Lint in 
| the Firi#t Proteſtant Head that ever the Church of England had. 
After this, the Goſpellers, thar is, the Church of England Pro. | 
teſtants of Suffolk, having {ome Sence of Injury done to the Prin- 
ceſs Mary, and willing to have the Succeſſion go on in the Right 
Line, provided they cou'd both preſerve their Religion and Loy- | 
alty too, Capitulate with her, and promiſe to ſtand by her, | 
provided ſhe wou'd promiſe to preſerve, and make no Alteration, | 
"an their Eftablifſh'd Church of “] 
Here the Church of England-Men own'd the Liberty of their 
Religion to be Superior to their Loyalty ro her; and that they had 
a Right to Submit, or not to Submit, as their Liberty was, or | 
was not, Secure; and accordingly Condition'd with her before | 
they wou'd Acknowledge her to be their Queen. — — i 
And we ſee how Heaven puni{h'd-them for venturing on the 
Word of a Prince when their Religion and Liberty was at Stake. 
In this Queen's Time the Church having been again Sup- 
preſs'd, and popery EreCted, Sir Thomas Wyatt, an honeſt Church 
of England proteſtant, with a very good Body of Men, took up 
Arms againſt their Lawful Prince for breaking her Word, in 


Defence of heir Dear Religion Eſtabliſb'd by Bleſſed King Edward, 
which were the very Words of the Manifeſto they publiſhed: 

| The Londoners, with 800 Men ſent by the Queen againſt them, 
thought it no Treachery to Deſert their Lawtul popiſh Queen, 

and goover to their proteſtant Church of Exg/and Brethren | 
We have nothing to do with the Juſtification of this Fact, tis 


and let them juſtify the Fact if they pleaſe. 
Queen Elizabeth Succeeds, and then the 
DILC 10 VIETLCIar a 
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ſufficient that fo it was, and that theſe were Proteſtants of the 
Church of Exz1ard, in the ficſt and pureſt part of their Principles, 
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eru- ing, 35 I ſaid before, at a farther Reformation, and the Church re- 
, of fuſing to hearken to it, form'd a new party of Difſenters, and 
and theſe were call'd Paritants, and ſince that Phana! ichs. n 
wn Now Challenge the Defender of this Cauſe to tell me one Diſ- 
'ork I loyzT Act, one Plot againſt the Government, one Diſturbance of 

the Civil Peace, among theſe Diſſenters, from the beginning of 
this Queen, which was thei own' beginning, tothe Reign of 
King Charles I. which was a continued Term of 80 Years; and yer, 


me in 


Pro. during this time, they ſuffer'd all manner of Indignities, Re- | 
rin. If proaches, Finings, Impritonings, Baniſhment, Coafiſcations, | 
joht and Corporal puniſhments © | „ 
Loy- So that hitherto the Paſſive Obedience of the Diſſenters hath far | 
her, M exceeded that of rhe Church of Exgland. Theſe had but Five | 
tion, MW Years Oppreſſion under Queen Mary, and in that Five Years they | 
once Capitulated with their Soveraign to make her Queen upon 
their Conditions, and once took Arms againſt her after ſhe was Queen; 
had and %y that I muſt always underſtand, that if they did not Depoſe | 
s, or WI and Deſtroy her, it was becauſe they cou'd not; and if they had } 


done it, no doubt they had Cauſe ſufficient 10 juſtifie them before God 
and Man. The Puritants after this ſuffered all that their too crael 
Brethren of the Cburch of England laid upon them during Three 
tedious Reigns, before they ſo much as made the leaſt offer at 
doing themſelves Juſtice; and for 80 Years together exercis'd 
that Paſſive Obedience which they never pretended too. . 
At laſt they took Arms, and when they did, they did it to 
purpoſe, carried all before them, ſubdued Monarchy, cut off 
their King's Head, and all chat, ; 


efore | 


n the 
take, 
zurch Þ 
k up 
d, in 5 
ward, i 1 
ſhed: After the Reſtauration Things began to return to their old 
them, Channel, and 30 Years more the Diſſenters endur'd another 
een, Egyptian Servitude, were Perſecuted, Plunder'd, Indicted, Im- 
I baton'd, plagu'd with Impoſitions, Stigmatiz'd with a Thou- 
t, tis ¶ And Reproaches, their Meeting-houſes Demoliſh'd, their Eſtates 
of the MW Confiſcated, their Perſons Excommunicated, and Anathematis d, 
ciples, Worn into Plots they never Heard of, and into Crimes they never 
Committed, Drag'd to Goals, Gibbets and Scaffolds, and the 
like ; all this while Paſſive Obedience, if there were any ſuch thing, 
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ſctting up pretences of what they really wou'd not practice; cry- | 


bad as the worſt Whig or Phanatick of them all. 


WH Never pretend to moreObediencethan your Soveraign requires. 
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no Rebellion, no Inſurrection, nor breaking of the Peace, by the 
Diſſenters, notwithſtanding all theſe Oppoſitions. 
After this comes King James the Second to the Crown, and 
he turn'd the Scale, and, together with the Invaſion of Liberty, hes 


| falls upon the Church, begins to Rifle her of her Trophies, fir ; 
no Eſſentials had been touch'd, and how long did ſhe bear it? Not _ 


80 Years, not 30 Years, no, not ſo many Months. 
What did ſhe do? Truly nothing but what ſhe ought to have 
done; Defend her Liberty and Religion by Force, againſt Un. 
juſt Invaſion and Tyranny; nothing but what all the Nations in 
the World have done, and weu'd do again if they cou'd. © 
The only Error we Charge upon the Church of Exgland, was 


ing up themſelves for Fools, when we knew they were Wiler | 
Men; calling themſelves humble Slaves, but when the Trial 
came proving Stubborn, Refractory, Liberty-Mongers, even as | 


For the future then, if a Humble Moderator might be permit- | 
ted to give Advice to the Gentlemen of the Chureh of Exglard, | 
it ſhou'd be in theſe ſhort and friendly Terms, — 

Pray Gentlemen never be Impoſed upon, to pretend to more 
Loyalty, and more ſlaviſh Principles than y ou intend to practice. 


Our Late King, who I am not aſham'd to ſhow as a Patern- M 
for future Ages, requir'd; and her preſent Majeſty, without Af. 
ront to Her Majeſiy's Authority it may be ſaid, requires no further 
Obedience from the People of Eugland than the Laws of England 

requires. Td ets . 4 
Io Govern according to Law, is a full Satisfaction to the 
People; and to Obey according to Law, is a full Satisfaction to 
the Soveraign. The Laws are the Teſt both of the Royal Au- 
thority, and of the Subjects Obedience; and to pretend to more 
Obedience than the Law requires, is abuſing your Prince, and 
abuſing your Selves. 3 — 
Never be aſhamed to own, with your Bret hren the Whigs, that 
ou are willing to Submit to Authority, but that you expect to be 
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he Let the Scots Motto be ſet upon your Liberties; and accord- 


ing to your conſtant practice, as well as ours; let all Men know 
you deſign to make it Good; Nemo me Impune Lacefſet, 
And as itreallv never was the principle of the Church of Exg- 


with it ; ſo for the Future 'tis hoped you will not ſuffer ſuch to 


to Princes. 


mean as to Matter of Loyalty: For in Truth, Gentlemen, we 


you being in every particular as faulty that way as your Neigh- 


Mingle themſelves among you, or to AQ in the Name of the 
Church of England, who pretend to a Blind Abſolute Obedience 


And Lafth, Gentlemen, a little more Modeſty to your Humble 
_ Servants, your Proteſtant Brethren the Diſſenters, or Whigs, I 


do not ſee any Reaſon you have to Reproach us in that Matter, 


land, nor were a Hundreth Part of the Members of the Church tainted 4 
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